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Situated across from Alaska's Misty Fiords Na琀椀onal Park and 
at the end of the Portland Canal, Stewart, BC is a unique 
border town a琀琀rac琀椀ng tourists from every corner of the 
world. 
 

Stewart was established in 1905 and named a昀琀er the 
Stewart brothers who were early prospectors in the area. 
Stewart’s boom happened in 1910 with the illusions of gold, 
furs and riches.  
 

The economy of Stewart is supported by a varied range of 
industries including logging, mining and mining explora琀椀on 
and is des琀椀ned to become a major port for distribu琀椀on of 
ore and logs. Stewart o昀昀ers a paved highway to major 
transporta琀椀on routes, a salt water port which supports a 
barge terminal and bulk commodity loader.  
 

The Portland Canal is a mere 80-90 miles from the Paci昀椀c 
Ocean allowing ships of all kinds to come from all over the 
world.  

Stewart 



 6 

 

Municipal Council — 2014 to 2018 

Council conducts its Regular Meetings on the second and fourth Monday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers located at the Municipal Hall,  

705 Brightwell Street.  
 

Public delegations and input are always welcome at Council Meetings – please contact 
the District office at (250) 636-2251 to schedule a delegation time in advance. 

 

For more information on local government and the District of  

Stewart, visit the municipal website: 
 

 

www.districtofstewart.com 

Mayor Galina Durant     (front row, center) 

Councillors 

(front row)   Sylvia Goulet, Gina McKay  
(back row)      Eike Riemann, Bernie Ellio琀琀,                 
                   Neal Rowe, Patricia Lynn 
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Message from the Mayor 

On behalf of the District of Stewart Council and the citizens of Stewart, I am pleased to present the 2016 Annual Report. This 

report is part of a series of publications and online tools that ensure our citizens have a high degree of accessibility and 

transparency in a format that is easy to use. 
 

The Annual Report will provide you with an overview of the District’s financial performance for the fiscal year ending on 
December 31, 2016.  In addition to an overview of our financial performance, this report provides citizens with a summary of 

our progress as outlined in our Strategic Planning Priorities. 
 

I would like to acknowledge the work of our Staff team as they work diligently to deliver key projects outlined in the Council 

Priorities plan and to produce an impressive list of accomplishments. 
 

In 2016 we welcomed some new Staff members:  Jennifer Larson (Chief Financial Officer), Scott Hopkins (Manager of Public 

Works), Gord Howie (Interim Chief Administrative Officer), and Maria Ryder (new Fire Chief). 

The District of Stewart Mayor and Council have been advocating for a number of projects to improve our community.  

The District of Stewart was successful to obtain more grants for much needed projects (please see the financial and grant chart 

on page 12—15  for more information). 
 

The District continues to invest in our community’s infrastructure. In 2016 some new improvements have been completed or 
started:  New Well (complete); Dirt Bike Park (in progress); Boardwalk repair (in progress); Campground improvement (in 

progress); New Welcome to Stewart sign (complete). 
 

Council is proud to inform that an increase of the industrial tax base allows us to leave residential taxes low. 
 

The District  received additional Municipal Tax Revenue from Stewart World Port of approximately $400,000.00 

Also, an additional Ecologo certification tax rebate was received from Long Lake in the amount of $ 289,481.00  
 

As Mayor, I continue to promote our community as an investment destination and putting Stewart on the global, regional 

and national map.  There are good opportunities to bring new projects to town, such as railway, industrial park, or wood chip 

plant. I am committed to maintaining a clear and consistent sense of community identity and messaging for the outside 

world. I always believed Stewart has a potential for growth and economic development and our Annual Report is reflecting 

it. 
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the Volunteers who contribute countless hours to our community. The many events in 

Stewart happen with the support of our dedicated volunteers.  

As Mayor of the District of Stewart, it is my great privilege to be associated with the Council and Staff who are working so 

diligently to provide the best quality services to our residents, in a fiscally responsible manner.  

Mayor Galina Durant 
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 District of Stewart 

 ACTIVITY LIST  for  2016  

Objective Measurement Outcome 

OPERATIONAL     

Look at/maintain town assets Implement Asset Management Plan Initiated Plan; A.M.P. Seminar 
Paint Front of Arena Improve look of Arena Complete 

Boardwalk repairs Improve safety of boardwalk Boards & railings replaced 

Expansion of community garden Make additional area available for community garden use New garden plots provided 

ENVIRONMENTAL     

Clean up District Property Implement a plan to clean up district property   

Trucks going through town Amended truck route policy addressing use of District roads   

Trucks need to be washed & slow down Prepare policy on requirement to wash vehicles before 
entering Town Core. 

  

Promote Environment On our webpage Include information regarding the environment in our 
Newsletter 

 Signed Carbon Action Plan 

Leaking fuels, oils, concentrate, etc. on 
main street 

Prepare policy on identifying and cleaning main road   

Dedicate/event to environmental issue Dedicate special events on a regular basis that highlight 
environmental issues 

  

POLICY & BYLAWS     

Business Licence Enforcement Write letters to all businesses that do not have a license.  
Follow up on enforcement. 

Letters prepared and sent 

Election by-law Draft report on election bylaw for Council’s consideration Report prepared for Council 

Review policies (gravel, etc.) Council appoint a special committee to review all existing 
policies of the District 

  

Internet & web (social media) page 
policy 

Investigate web page and internet usage policies Social media policy implemented 

HERITAGE/RECREATION/SOCIAL     

Fix Old Firehall Statement of Significance should be investigated and fund-
ing sources identified 

 Grant Application 

Volunteer Recognition Program Establish dates and events to recognize volunteers in the 
Community 

Volunteer recognition policy adopted 

Elementary school Council to decide if they are interested in investigating/
purchasing old elementary school 

  

Bike park Determine the location of bike park and finalize an operat-
ing and maintenance agreement 

Location determined and agreement 
signed 

Landscape design   New garden designed at Municipal 
office 

ADMINISTRATION     

Sta昀昀 Training Discuss training needs with staff and put in budget for 
Council’s consideration 

  

CAO Contact headhunter to recruit new CAO in 2016 Headhunter contacted and new CAO 
recruited in 2016 

Mayor/CAO Communication Mayor and CAO to respect the political position and admin-
istrative position as established by the Community Charter. 

 Discussion held 

Priorities Monthly Review To provide monthly updates on the status of the priorities 
set by Council 

Action items listing prepared 

Document Management Implement a document management program LGMA Records Management 

Boat Launch-昀椀x/move Prepare applications for the boat launch to move adjacent to 
Small Craft Harbour 

Applications prepared-ongoing 

LNG, Forestry (pellet plant, wood 
chips, green energy) 

Start a marketing program to let businesses know Stewart is 
“Open for Business” 

Guide to Stewart Brochure prepared 

Relationship with Potential Asian 
Investors 

Set up meeting to “Twin” with potential cities in Asia that 
may wish to use our Ports.  Set up marketing strategy that 
targets Asian markets 

Friendship & cooperation agreement 
signed with Binzhou City of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China 

Marketing Program Work with Regional District and Grant Writer to establish a 
Marketing program 

Guide to Stewart Brochure prepared 

Advertising for Tourism (visual) Work with Regional District and Grant Writer to establish a 
Tourism strategy 

Autotour video produced by Tourism 
BC 

Business Retention Program Discuss with business community to determine their needs 
and concerns.  Establish funding for the Chamber of Com-
merce 
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District of Stewart 

 

ACTIVITY LIST  for  2016    (con琀椀nued) 

COMMUNITY SAFETY     

Fire department Recruiting and Training Establish policies on recruitment and training 
of the Fire Department.  Provide adequate 
funding in the budget 

New Fire Chief and Deputy and Recruit-
ing of new members ongoing;Training for 
all members ongoing; 

Dike Repairs/Dike Road Investigate costs and available grants.  Con-
tact Minister’s to discuss the immediate need 
to remedy the repairs of the Dike 

Reports submitted and meetings held with 
Ministers at UBCM 

Gravel Extraction Implement the findings of the Flood and 
High Groundwater Mitigation report.  Inves-
tigate possible private business who are 
interested in gravel extraction 

  

Paramedics/ Ambulance service Lobby the Provincial Government to ensure 
adequate Ambulance service is provided to 
remote communities in BC 

Community Paramedic Implemented 

Evacuation Plan Update Review current Emergency Plans and budget 
for updates if required 

  

TOWN BEAUTIFICATION/HEALTHY COMMUNITY     

Unsightly Premises Prepare a list of unsightly premises and send 
letters to the owners to clean up.  Discuss 
with owners of uninhabited buildings to see 
if they can be demolished.  Prepare a policy 
on accepting buildings for fire department 
use and fire practice 

List prepared and letters sent 

Town Entrance Request Council to approve a new design for 
the sign at the entrance to town and prepare 
policy on other signs in the area 

New sign designed and set up at entrance 

Downtown Revitalization CAO to investigate funding for Downtown 
Revitalization and discuss with business 
owners 

Building Façade grant acquired and busi-
nesses participated 

Paint Arena Façade Improve appearance of Arena Arena painted 

Christmas Lights Purchase new lights for winter New lights purchased 

Continue Façade Painting Program CAO to investigate funding from NDI for 
Façade Painting.  Advertise and encourage 
businesses to take advantage of this program 

Funding available and businesses partici-
pated in Façade improvements 

Town Banners CAO to investigate cost of designing and 
installing Town Banners 

Investigation completed, roadblock as 
unable to use BC Hydro poles 

INFRASTRUCTURE     

Paving Roads DPW to prepare a report on paving and 
maintaining roads 

Policy prepared on road inspection and 
repair 

Fix/Pave Roads DPW to implement a program to maintain 
roads 

Policy prepared on road inspection and 
repair 

Ditching DPW to identify areas of concern and pre-
pare a report for Council’s consideration on 
where ditching should occur 

Areas of concern identified and culverts 
located & flushed, or installed 

Booming Ground Repairs CAO to investigate possible grants for 
booming ground improvements.  DPW to 
implement minor repairs in 2016 as per 
budget 

Minor repairs implemented 

Fix Sidewalks DPW to establish a policy on inspection of 
sidewalks and repair as needed.  Unsafe 
sidewalks should be marked for identifica-
tion purposes. 

Unsafe sidewalks repaired 

Land昀椀ll/transfer station CAO to discuss landfill closure and transfer 
station with the Regional District 

Discussions ongoing 

Look At/Inspect Well #1 DPW to investigate condition of Well #1 and 
report to Council with options and funding 
sources 

Well #1 replaced 

Objective Measurement Outcome 

9 



 11 

 

 

 

 

District of Stewart 

 

10 



 12 

 

 

District of Stewart 

 

 MUNICIPAL OBJECTIVES 2017  
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Permissive Tax Exemp琀椀ons—2016 

The following land, being an area surrounding a building set apart and in use for public worship, is exempt 
from taxation for the year 2016 under section 224(2)(f) of the Community Charter: 

 

Lands and improvements registered under the name of North American Bap琀椀st Conference – Associa琀椀on of BC Churches, as 
follows:  Roll 196.000, Lot 8-9, Block 18, D.L. 466, Plan 1191 PID:  012-979-457  &  012-979-465 
 

Lands and improvements registered under the name of North American Bap琀椀st Conference – Associa琀椀on of BC Churches, as 
follows:  Roll 194.100, Lot 6-7, Block 18, D.L. 466, Plan 1191 PID:  012-981-303  &  012-981-281 
 

Lands and improvements registered under the name of Roman Catholic Episcopal Corp of Prince Rupert as follows: 
Roll 202.005, Lot 21, Block 19, D.L. 466, Plan 1191 PID:  012-966-665 
 

Lands and improvements registered under the name of Anglican Synod Diocese of Caledonia as follows: 
Roll 374.010, Parcel B, Block 25, D.L. 469, Plan 958 PID:  014-236-575 

12 
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Taxes for municipal 

purposes,  1 ,741,062 , 

52%

Water, Sewer and Snow 

removal,  179,642 , 5%

Government Grants and 

transfe rs ,  367,540 , 11%

Log handling and port 

royalty revenues,  

250,438 , 8%

Land and Building Leases ,  

233,641      7%

Fees and sale of goods 

and services,  201,653 , 

6%

Independent power 

producer rebate,  289,481  

9%

Other,  58,361 , 2%

Municipal Revenue Sources - Total 

$3,321,819

MUNICIPAL TAXES,  

1,741,062 , 58%

SCHOOL DISTRICT,  802,092 , 

27%

POLICE TAX,  77,734 , 3%

N.W. REGIONAL HOSPITAL,  

115,841 , 4%

BC ASSESS AUTHORITY,  

31,828 , 1%

MUN FINANCE AUTHORITY,  

52 , 0% REGIONAL DISTRICT,  

213,753 , 7%

Taxes Collected - Total $2,982,363
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District of Stewart Grants 

 
Grant 

Amount Description Photo 

Flood and High 
Groundwater 
Mitigation Plan 

$ 250,000 A three phase report was completed which identi昀椀ed both mitigation 
measures and adaptation measures intended to eliminate or reduce 
the risk of damage due to 昀氀ood or high groundwater. 

This report is the basis for applying for additional funding to take 
action against the risks 

As a result we have been successful in obtaining a $50,000 grant to 
install river monitoring equipment on the Bear River and Bitter Creek 
(installation occurring June 2017) as well as $575,000 National Disaster 
Mitigation grant. (2017/18) 

 

Business Façade 
Program 

$ 4,185 Rainey Mountain Hardware 

 

Grant Writer 
grant 

$ 8,000     

Rainey Creek 
Nature Trail 
Bridge Repair 

$ 10,578 Paci昀椀c Northwest Division of Family Practice 

 

Dirt Bike Track 
and Multi-Use 
Park 

$ 30,000 

$ 1,500 

Northern Development Initiative Trust 

United Way 

  

Grand Opening planned for July 1, 2017 

 

Asset Manage-
ment Plan Grant 

$ 10,000 UBCM 

Completed in 2017, the Asset Management Plan addresses the chal-
lenges of maintaining the infrastructure needed to ensure residents 
continue to receive the services they need and desire. 

This report is the basis for applying for additional funding for the 
ongoing renewal of infrastructure. 

As a result in 2017 the District has been successful in obtaining a 
$929,600 grant under the Clean Water and Wastewater Fund to start 
addressing some of the most critical issues. 

 

Water Master 
Plan Grant 

$10,000 Ministry of Community Sport and Cultural Development 

Completed in 2017 this plan will provide an analysis of the District 
water system and preliminary design for a water reservoir to ensure 
that there is a reliable supply of clean water su昀漀cient for all daily 
needs as well as excess needs in the event of a 昀椀re event. 

This report is the basis for applying for additional funding to con-
struct the reservoir and make improvements to the water system. 

 

Airport Business 
Case Grant 

$ 10,000 Northern Development Initiative Trust 

To be completed in 2017, this plan will collect the key factors related 
to the ongoing operation and maintenance of the airport and identify 
potential sources of revenue. 

This report will be the basis for applying for additional funding to 
make improvements to the airport. 
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District of Stewart 

  Provincial per capita grant      $ 253,497.00 

  Regional District Emergency Services grant  $ 12,000.00 

  BC Hydro cost sharing - Street Lighting Grant $ 2,851.95 

  Community Works Gas Tax Funding   $ 73,339.00 

 Annual Grants 
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AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2016 

(Attached at the end of this report) 

Prepared by Jennifer Larson, Chief Financial O昀케cer 

Audited by Carlyle Shepherd & Co. 
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DISTRICT OF STEWART 

705 Brightwell Street 

P.O. Box 460 

Stewart, BC    
V0T 1W0 

 

(250) 636-2251 (P) 
(250) 636-2417 (F) 
 

Email:  info@districtofstewart.com  
Website:  www.districtofstewart.com 
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